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Introduction

In the dynamic landscape of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) and
English as a Second Language (ESL) education, Cooperative Language
Learning (CLL) stands out as a transformative approach, redefining
traditional pedagogical practices. CLL is an instructional methodology
where learners collaborate in small groups to achieve shared learning
goals, enhancing their language acquisition and mutual understanding.
This approach, deeply rooted in social constructivist theories,
underscores the importance of interaction, collaboration, and mutual
engagement in learning. These principles are especially conducive to
language learning, providing a framework that mirrors the natural
process of language acquisition and usage.
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CLL is an where learners
instructional collaborate in small
methodology groups

to achieve shared learning

goals, enhancing their
language acquisition and
mutual understanding

The significance of CLL in contemporary EFL/ESL classrooms is multi-
faceted. Research by Zarrabi (2016) has demonstrated its effectiveness in
significantly enhancing English language proficiency among EFL
learners. This methodology not only boosts language skills but also
cultivates a range of interpersonal and cognitive abilities, including
critical thinking and problem-solving (Astuti, 2017). However, it’s
important to recognize some of the challenges associated with CLL. Hull
(1984) pointed out the lack of a specific syllabus and model of linguistic
competence as a potential limitation of this approach. Despite these
concerns, the benefits of integrating CLL into teacher education
programs are evident. Chamberlin-Quinlisk (2010) highlights the positive
outcomes of incorporating CLL activities, particularly in fostering
collaborative relationships between ESL and content-area teachers.

Contrasting with traditional, teacher-centered methods, CLL emphasizes
active learner participation and collective success. Traditional language
teaching often focuses on individual achievement and a competitive
environment. In contrast, CLL fosters a cooperative learning atmosphere,
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where the teacher’s role evolves from the primary knowledge source to a
facilitator guiding students through their collaborative learning journey.
Such an environment nurtures not just language proficiency but also
essential life skills like teamwork and effective communication.

CLL is not merely a teaching technique; it is a holistic approach to
language learning that resonates with the inherent social nature of
language. By embracing interaction, cooperation, and active
participation, CLL offers an engaging, practical, and effective path to
language acquisition, equipping learners with the skills necessary for
success in a globally connected world. The subsequent sections of this
article will delve deeper into the principles, strategies, and
transformative impacts of CLL in EFL/ESL settings.

Historical Context of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)

The historical context of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) is rooted
in the progressive education movements of the early 20th century, which
emphasized student-centered learning and the social nature of education
(Richards, 2001). This foundational shift set the stage for the
development of CLL, moving away from the didactic, teacher-led methods
that had dominated education. The focus on the learner as an active
participant rather than a passive recipient of knowledge marked a
significant transformation in educational philosophy.
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' ' Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) is
rooted in the progressive education
movements of the early 20th century,

which emphasized student-centered
learning and the social nature of education
(Richards, 2001).

This approach was further shaped by the emergence of social
constructivism, which highlighted the role of social interaction in learning
(Vygotsky, 1978). The influence of Lev Vygotsky and his theories on the
social aspects of learning cannot be overstated. He proposed that
knowledge construction occurs within a social context, revolutionizing the
way educators view the learning process. This theoretical perspective
provided a robust framework for CLL, emphasizing collaboration, peer
interaction, and the shared construction of knowledge.

The integration of CLL into language teaching was facilitated by the
communicative language teaching (CLT) approach, which emphasized
communication and interaction in language learning (Kumar, 2013). As
language educators began to recognize the limitations of grammar-
translation and audiolingual methods, CLT offered a refreshing
alternative. It prioritized real-life communication, functional language
use, and learner interaction, aligning perfectly with the principles of CLL.
This synergy between CLL and CLT marked a significant milestone in the
evolution of language teaching methodologies.
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CLL’s evolution was also influenced by the recognition of the importance
of social and cultural factors in education (Savignon, 2006). This broader
understanding acknowledged the role of cultural context, social
dynamics, and interpersonal relationships in the learning process. It
further underscored the need for teaching approaches that are not only
linguistically sound but also culturally responsive and socially engaging.

These historical influences collectively moved language teaching away
from traditional, teacher-centric methods towards more collaborative and
communicative approaches. The journey of CLL from its early roots in
progressive education to its current form is a testament to the evolving
understanding of how languages are best taught and learned. This
historical backdrop is crucial for comprehending the principles and
practices of CLL today, highlighting its role in creating more interactive,
engaging, and effective language learning environments.

Key Principles of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)

Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) is underpinned by several
foundational principles that collectively guide its implementation and
ensure its effectiveness in language teaching and learning. These
principles not only shape the structure of CLL activities but also influence
the roles of teachers and students, creating a dynamic and interactive
learning environment. The primary principles include positive
interdependence, individual accountability, and group processing, among
others.
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Key Principles 1. Positive Interdependence
of Cooperative 2. Individual Accountability
Language

Learning (CLL)

3. Group Processing
4. Face-to-Face Promotive Interaction

5. Social Skills
6. Equal Participation ‘

1. Positive Interdependence: This principle posits that students in a
group are linked together in such a way that the success of one member
is tied to the success of the entire group. In a language learning context,
this means that tasks and activities are designed so that learners must
work collaboratively to achieve common goals. For instance, in a group
discussion activity, each member might be assigned a specific role or part
of a topic to research and present. The group’s overall performance
depends on each member effectively contributing their part, fostering a
sense of shared responsibility and mutual support.

2. Individual Accountability: While CLL emphasizes group work, it also
ensures that each student is responsible for their own learning. Individual
accountability means that every group member is expected to contribute
to the group’s task and also learn the material. In language learning, this
could be implemented by having students individually prepare for a group
presentation or take turns leading a conversation. This principle ensures
that all students are actively engaged and that no one ‘hides’ or becomes
a passive participant in the group.
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3. Group Processing: This principle involves reflection on group
sessions to identify what worked and what didn’t, aiming for continuous
improvement. In the language classroom, this might involve a debriefing
session after a group activity where students discuss how effectively they
worked together and how they might improve in the future. This
reflection helps students develop meta-cognitive skills and become more
aware of their learning processes.

4. Face-to-Face Promotive Interaction: CLL encourages direct
interactions among students, promoting the exchange of resources,
support, and encouragement. In language learning, this involves activities
where students must communicate directly with each other, such as
information gap activities or role-plays. This principle is critical in
language learning as it provides students with authentic opportunities to
practice the language.

5. Social Skills: Effective cooperation requires students to possess or
develop certain social skills, such as leadership, decision-making, trust-
building, communication, and conflict resolution. In a language
classroom, teachers can integrate these skills into activities, thereby not
only teaching language but also these essential life skills. For example, a
group project might require students to delegate tasks, negotiate roles,
and resolve disagreements, all within the target language.

6. Equal Participation: This principle ensures that each member of the
group has an equal opportunity to participate and contribute. In language
learning, this can be achieved through structured activities that require
input from all members, such as a round-robin storytelling exercise or a
debate where each student has a designated speaking time.

The application of these principles in a language learning context
transforms the traditional classroom dynamic, placing a greater emphasis
on interaction, collaboration, and practical use of the language. By
adhering to these principles, CLL creates an environment where
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language learning is not only about mastering grammar or vocabulary but
about using the language as a tool for communication, collaboration, and
cultural exchange. This approach not only enhances language proficiency
but also prepares students for real-world communication in diverse and
collaborative settings. Some textbooks implement these principles, called
the Textbooks Method, in their tasks and activities, where the emphasis is
on group work and practical use of language in everyday situations.

CLL Strategies and Techniques

Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) incorporates a variety of strategies
and techniques designed to foster collaboration and active participation
among learners. These methods leverage the principles of CLL to create
an engaging and interactive language learning environment. Here, we
will explore some key CLL strategies, such as Think-Pair-Share, Jigsaw,
and Group Investigation, and illustrate how they can be implemented in

language learning activities.

1. Think-Pair-Share:

- Description: This strategy involves three steps: First, individuals
think about a specific question or problem. Next, they pair up to
discuss their thoughts. Finally, they share their ideas with the larger
group or class.

- Language Learning Implementation: In an ESL/EFL classroom,
Think-Pair-Share can be used for vocabulary building, discussing
reading comprehension questions, or brainstorming for writing tasks.
For example, after introducing new vocabulary, the teacher could ask
students to think of sentences using the words (Think), then pair up
to compare and refine their sentences (Pair), and finally share their
best sentences with the class (Share).

2. Jigsaw:
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« Description: In the Jigsaw technique, each member of a “home
group” is assigned different segments of a topic. They then join
“expert groups” with members from other teams who have the same
segment, to learn and discuss their specific part. Finally, they return
to their home groups to teach what they learned.

- Language Learning Implementation: For a reading activity,
different groups could be assigned different sections of a text. Each
group member becomes an ‘expert’ on their section. After discussing
in their expert groups, they return to their home groups to share and
create a complete understanding of the entire text. This technique is
excellent for enhancing reading comprehension and speaking skills.

3. Group Investigation:

 Description: Group Investigation involves students working in small
groups to research and explore a topic. They plan their investigation,
divide tasks, gather and analyze information, and then present their
findings to the class.

- Language Learning Implementation: This can be particularly
effective for project-based learning. For instance, groups might
investigate different aspects of a cultural festival in a country where
the target language is spoken. They would use the target language to
research, prepare a presentation or a report, and then present their
findings to the class, thereby practicing reading, writing, speaking,

and listening skills.

4. Round Robin:

 Description: In Round Robin, students sit in a circle and take turns
responding to a question, providing an answer, or contributing to a
collective story or discussion.

- Language Learning Implementation: This could be used for
practicing sentence structure or storytelling. For example, when
focusing on past tense, the teacher might start a story, and each
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student adds a sentence in turn, practicing the correct tense.
5. Three-Step Interview:

 Description: Students first interview a partner, then switch roles,
and finally share what they learned with another pair or the whole
class.

- Language Learning Implementation: This is effective for
practicing interview and conversation skills. Students could interview
each other on a given topic, like hobbies or travel experiences, using
targeted question forms and vocabulary.

6. Inside-Outside Circle:

 Description: Students form two concentric circles facing each other.
The inside circle faces out, the outside circle faces in. After
discussing a topic with the person facing them, one circle moves to
ensure new pairings.

- Language Learning Implementation: This can be used for speed
conversations, where students practice speaking fluently on various
topics. Each pairing might have a different topic, encouraging
versatility in language use.

These strategies not only make language learning more dynamic and
student-centered but also help in developing a range of language skills.
Through these activities, students are not just passive recipients of
language rules and vocabulary but active participants in using the
language. This hands-on approach, fundamental to CLL, facilitates deeper

learning and retention and prepares students for real-world language
use.
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BENEFITS

‘ ‘ Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) has been
shown to have a range of benefits,..These
advantages ...include improved communication
skills, enhanced social interaction, a deeper
understanding of the language, increased
motivation and engagement, and the
development of critical thinking and problem-
solving skills (Magsalin, 2023; Giedr, 2010). , ,

Benefits of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)

Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) has been shown to have a range of
benefits, enhancing the overall effectiveness and experience of language
learning. These advantages, as pointed out by various studies, include
improved communication skills, enhanced social interaction, a deeper
understanding of the language, increased motivation and engagement,
and the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills
(Magsalin, 2023; Giedr, 2010). The unique group dynamics and
motivational system of CLL classes significantly contribute to these
benefits (Dornyei, 1997).

1. Improved Communication Skills:

- Advantage: CLL places a strong emphasis on interaction and
communication among learners, leading to improved communicative
competence. This approach not only enhances language skills but
also bolsters the ability of students to express themselves more
clearly and confidently.
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2. Enhanced Social Interaction:

- Advantage: CLL promotes an environment rich in group work and
collaborative tasks, fostering social interaction. This aspect of CLL is
instrumental in developing interpersonal skills such as teamwork,
empathy, and cultural awareness, crucial in a globalized educational
context.

3. Deeper Understanding of the Language:

- Advantage: Unlike traditional methods that often focus on rote
memorization, CLL encourages engagement with the language in a
context-rich setting. This leads to a more profound understanding of
language usage, moving beyond mere grammar and vocabulary to its
practical application in real-life scenarios.

4. Increased Motivation and Engagement:

- Advantage: The interactive and dynamic nature of CLL creates a
learning environment that is more engaging and motivating for
students. This increased motivation is crucial for successful language
learning, as it encourages students to participate actively and
enthusiastically in language activities.

5. Development of Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills:

» Advantage: CLL often involves tasks that require analysis,
evaluation, and synthesis of information. Such activities foster critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, preparing students not just in
language proficiency but also in essential cognitive skills.

Despite these advantages, CLL is not as widely used in educational
settings as one might expect (Statkevic¢iené, 2006). This could be
attributed to a variety of factors, including the need for more specialized
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training for educators in implementing CLL strategies effectively.
Nevertheless, the benefits of CLL make it a valuable approach in the field
of language education, contributing significantly to the holistic
development of language learners.

Challenges and Solutions in Implementing Cooperative
Language Learning (CLL)

Implementing Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) in classrooms, while
beneficial, comes with its own set of challenges. These can range from
classroom management issues to handling varying proficiency levels
among students. However, with effective strategies and best practices,
these challenges can be successfully addressed.

Challenges in 1. Classroom Management
Implementing 2. Varying Proficiency Levels
Cooperative 3. Ensuring Individual Accountability
Language 4. Time Management

. 5. Resistance to Change
Learning (CLL) ‘

1. Challenge: Classroom Management

« Problem: Managing a CLL classroom can be daunting, especially
with the increased dynamics of group interactions. Teachers might
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find it challenging to monitor all groups effectively, ensure equal
participation, and manage noise levels.

« Solution: Effective classroom management in a CLL setting involves
clear guidelines and established norms. Teachers should set explicit
expectations for behavior and participation at the outset. Using a
variety of group formations can help manage space and dynamics.
Additionally, incorporating structured activities with defined roles
can streamline group interactions, making them easier to manage.

2. Challenge: Varying Proficiency Levels

« Problem: In a diverse classroom, students often have varying levels
of language proficiency, which can lead to unequal participation and
learning outcomes.

« Solution: To address this, teachers can use heterogeneous grouping
strategies, pairing students with varying proficiency levels so they
can learn from each other. Differentiated tasks can also be employed,
where activities are tailored to suit the different ability levels within
a group, ensuring that each student is challenged yet able to
contribute effectively.

3. Challenge: Ensuring Individual Accountability

« Problem: Ensuring that each student is accountable for their own
learning is another common challenge in CLL. There’s a risk of some
students relying too much on their peers.

« Solution: Implementing individual accountability measures is key.
This can be done by assigning individual tasks within the group work,
such as personal reflection journals or short quizzes. Peer
assessment can also encourage accountability, as students evaluate
each other’s contributions.

4. Challenge: Time Management
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« Problem: CLL activities often require more time than traditional
teaching methods, which can be a constraint in a packed curriculum.

« Solution: Effective time management can be achieved through
careful planning and clear timelines for activities. Breaking down
tasks into smaller, manageable segments can also help maintain a
steady pace without sacrificing the depth of learning.

5. Challenge: Resistance to Change

« Problem: Both students and teachers might be resistant to the CLL
approach, especially if they are accustomed to traditional methods.

« Solution: Building a culture of cooperation and collaboration starts
with education and demonstration. Teachers can gradually introduce
CLL methods, starting with simpler activities. Professional
development and training sessions can help teachers feel more
comfortable and skilled in facilitating CLL.

By anticipating these challenges and implementing these solutions,
teachers can create a more effective and enjoyable learning environment.
While the shift to CLL may require adjustments in teaching practices and
classroom dynamics, the long-term benefits for language learning and
student development are substantial.

Technology and Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)

The integration of technology in Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)
has opened up new avenues for enhancing language instruction and
learning experiences. Digital tools and online platforms offer innovative
ways to facilitate collaboration and interaction, key components of CLL.
This integration not only aligns with modern pedagogical practices but
also resonates with the digital literacy skills essential in today’s world.

1. Digital Communication Tools:
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- Facilitation: Tools like video conferencing software (e.g., Zoom,
Skype) and messaging apps (e.g., WhatsApp, Slack) allow for real-
time communication and collaboration among students, irrespective
of their physical location. These platforms are particularly useful for
conducting group discussions, peer feedback sessions, and
collaborative projects in an online setting.

 Integration: In a CLL context, teachers can organize virtual
breakout rooms for small group discussions or use chat features for
live brainstorming sessions. These tools mimic the face-to-face
interaction crucial in CLL, making them invaluable for remote or
blended learning environments.

2. Collaborative Online Platforms:

- Facilitation: Online platforms like Google Docs, Padlet, or Trello
enable multiple users to work on the same project simultaneously.
These platforms are ideal for joint writing assignments, project
planning, and idea sharing.

- Integration: In language learning activities, students can
collaboratively create documents, presentations, or digital posters,
offering a practical application of language skills in a cooperative
setting. Teachers can monitor progress in real time, provide
feedback, and facilitate discussions.

3. Educational Apps and Games:

- Facilitation: Language learning apps and educational games can be
used to reinforce language skills in a fun, interactive way. Many of
these apps incorporate elements of competition and cooperation,
motivating students to engage more deeply with the content.

- Integration: Incorporating these apps into CLL activities can
enhance vocabulary building, grammar practice, and listening skills.
Group challenges or competitions using these apps can foster a sense
of teamwork while learning the language.

eflcafe.net AUTHOR: EFLCafe / TITLE: The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) | 16


https://eflcafe.net/how-to-develop-communicative-competence-in-esl-learners/
https://eflcafe.net/synchronous-or-asynchronous-online-learning-the-covid-19-virus-has-led-to-the-widespread-adoption-of-teaching-english-language-skills-online/
https://eflcafe.net/testing-speaking-and-listening-skills-interviews-and-presentations-in-university-settings-in-the-efl-context/
https://eflcafe.net/effective-communication-in-english-essential-skills-for-efl-esl-learners/
https://eflcafe.net/how-to-use-efl-esl-board-games-to-enhance-learning/
https://eflcafe.net/teaching-english-through-poetry-and-creative-writing/

EFLCafe.net The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)

4. Online Discussion Forums and Blogs:

- Facilitation: These platforms provide spaces for students to engage
in written discussions, share ideas, and give and receive feedback.
They are excellent for extending classroom discussions and
facilitating reflective writing.

- Integration: Teachers can create prompts related to the language
curriculum, encouraging students to discuss and interact in the
target language, thereby practicing their writing and reading
comprehension skills.

The effective use of technology in CLL not only enhances language
learning but also prepares students for the digital world. It broadens the
scope of CLL activities, making them more accessible, engaging, and
relevant. As technology continues to evolve, its integration into CLL will
undoubtedly become more sophisticated, offering even greater
possibilities for language educators and learners.

Conclusion

Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) represents a significant shift in the
approach to language education, moving away from traditional, teacher-
centered methods towards a more collaborative, interactive, and student-
focused model. The key principles of CLL, including positive
interdependence, individual accountability, and group processing, lay the
foundation for a dynamic learning environment that fosters not only
language proficiency but also critical life skills like teamwork,
communication, and cultural sensitivity.

The implementation of CLL strategies, such as Think-Pair-Share, Jigsaw,
and Group Investigation, transforms the language classroom into a hub of
active, engaged learning. These methods encourage students to work
cooperatively, apply their language skills in practical contexts, and learn
from one another. The benefits of CLL, supported by empirical research,
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are evident in the enhanced communication skills, improved social
interaction, and deeper understanding of the language that students
exhibit. Moreover, the integration of technology in CLL has further
enriched the learning experience, offering innovative ways to facilitate
collaboration and interaction in both physical and virtual classrooms.

Despite its advantages, the adoption of CLL does come with challenges,
such as classroom management and varying proficiency levels among
students. However, with thoughtful implementation and strategic
solutions, these challenges can be effectively managed, making CLL a
highly beneficial approach to language teaching.

Cooperative Language Learning is an invaluable methodology in
contemporary language education. It not only enhances language
acquisition but also prepares learners for a globalized world where
communication, collaboration, and cultural understanding are paramount.
Educators are therefore encouraged to embrace and incorporate CLL
strategies into their teaching practices, ensuring that language learning
is not only effective but also engaging and relevant to the needs of
today’s learners.

References

1. Astuti, P., & Lammers, J. C. (2017). MAKING EFL INSTRUCTION MORE CLT-

eflcafe.net AUTHOR: EFLCafe / TITLE: The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) | 18


https://eflcafe.net/how-to-teach-english-idioms-effectively/

EFLCafe.net The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)

10.
11.

12.

ORIENTED THROUGH INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTABILITY IN COOPERATIVE
LEARNING. TEFLIN Journal, 28(2), 236-259.
https://doi.org/10.15639/teflinjournal.v28i2/236-259

Carla Chamberlin-Quinlisk (2010) Cooperative learning as method and model in
second-language teacher education, Intercultural Education, 21:3, 243-255, DOI:
10.1080/14675981003760432

Cole, M. et al. (eds.) (1978) L.S. Vygotsky: Mind in society: the development of higher
psychological processes. London: Harvard University Press.

DORNYEI, Z. (1997). Psychological processes in cooperative language learning: Group
Dynamics and motivation. The Modern Language Journal, 81(4), 482-493.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1540-4781.1997.tb05515.x

Giedr, & Klimovien (2010). Using Cooperative Learning to Develop Language
Competence and Social Skills.

Hull, P. V. (1984). Community Language Learning: Is It a Method? RELC Journal,
15(2), 15-25. https://doi.org/10.1177/003368828401500202

Kumar, M.N., Philip, M.P., & Kalaiselvi, M.A. (2013). The Application of CLT to
Teaching English as a Second Language Assessment of Practice in India.

. Magsalin, C. N. (2023). Community Language Learning in Tertiary-level Teachers.

Asian Journal of Education and Social Studies, 48(1), 78-88.
https://doi.org/10.9734/ajess/2023/v48i11041

Richards, J., & Rodgers, T. (2001). Cooperative Language Learning. In Approaches and
Methods in Language Teaching (Cambridge Language Teaching Library, pp. 192-203).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. doi:10.1017/CB09780511667305.020
Savignon, S.J. (2006). Communicative Language Teaching.

Statkeviciené, S., & Klimovieneé, G. (2006). Using Cooperative Learning to Develop
Language Competence and Social Skills.

Zarrabi, F. (2016). A STUDY ON COOPERATIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING: THE
IMPACT OF CLL APPROACH ON ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY OF EFL
LEARNERS. European Journal of Education Studies.

Cite this article

APA: EFL Cafe. (2023, November 30). The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL).
EFLCafe.net. https://eflcafe.net/the-essentials-of-cooperative-language-learning-cll/
In-text citation: (EFL Cafe, 2025)

eflcafe.net AUTHOR: EFLCafe / TITLE: The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) | 19


https://doi.org/10.15639/teflinjournal.v28i2/236-259
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.1997.tb05515.x
https://doi.org/10.1177/003368828401500202
https://eflcafe.net/teaching-english-through-poetry-and-creative-writing/
https://eflcafe.net/quick-and-easy-tips-for-creating-esl-efl-lesson-plans-based-on-the-common-european-framework-of-reference-cefr/
https://doi.org/10.9734/ajess/2023/v48i11041
https://eflcafe.net/effects-of-extensive-reading-on-english-language-proficiency/

EFLCafe.net The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)

MLA: EFL Cafe "The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL)." EFLCafe.net, 30 Nov.
2023, https://eflcafe.net/the-essentials-of-cooperative-language-learning-cll/.
In-text citation: (EFL Cafe)

eflcafe.net AUTHOR: EFLCafe / TITLE: The Essentials of Cooperative Language Learning (CLL) | 20



