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Introduction
It can be tricky to know how to adjust your instruction when teaching a group of students with
mixed English proficiency levels. On the one hand, you don’t want to make things too difficult for
your lower-level students, but on the other hand, you don’t want your higher-level students to get
bored. Luckily, there are a few ways that you can tailor your instruction to accommodate all of your
students. One way is to provide different levels of support. For example, you might give lower-level
students more time to complete an assignment or provide them with a list of vocabulary words that
they need to know for the lesson.
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For higher-level students, you might challenge them with more difficult tasks or ask them to lead
discussions. Another way to tailor your instruction is to use different instructional strategies. For
example, you might use more visuals when teaching lower-level students or have higher-level
students work in groups to discuss the material. By using a mix of instructional strategies, you can
ensure that all of your students are engaged in the lesson and able to understand the material.
Finally, it’s important to be flexible in your teaching. This means being willing to adjust your plans
on the fly if you find that your students are struggling or if they seem bored. By being flexible, you
can make sure that all of your students are getting the most out of each lesson. Try these tips the
next time you’re teaching a group of mixed English proficiency levels and see how they can help
your students succeed.

Assess your students’ abilities
Assessing your students’ abilities to read, write, and speak English is an important first step in
determining how to best tailor your instruction when teaching mixed English proficiency levels.
While there are a variety of ways to assess your students’ abilities, some common methods include
administering standardized tests, having students complete writing samples, or having students
participate in speaking activities. Once you have a good understanding of your students’ abilities,
you can then begin to tailor your instruction to better meet their needs. For example, if you have a
group of students who are struggling with reading comprehension, you might focus on providing
more support with decoding text. Alternatively, if you have a group of students who are advanced

https://eflcafe.net/the-impact-of-global-english-variations-on-esl-teaching/
https://eflcafe.net/strategies-for-multilevel-esl-classrooms/
https://eflcafe.net/use-of-sq3r-in-english-teaching-and-learning/


Teaching Mixed English Proficiency Levels

eflcafe.net AUTHOR: EFLCafe / TITLE: Teaching Mixed English Proficiency Levels | 2

readers but need help with writing, you might provide more opportunities for them to practice
composing texts. By taking the time to assess your students’ abilities and then tailoring your
instruction accordingly, you can ensure that all of your students can make progress in English
language learning.
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Group students according to their ability level
Grouping students according to their ability levels is an important instructional strategy when
teaching mixed English proficiency levels. Grouping allows you to tailor your instruction to better
meet the needs of all your students. For example, if you have a group of lower-level English learners,
you can provide more scaffolding and support. On the other hand, if you have a group of higher-level
English learners, you can challenge them with more complex tasks and assignments. Grouping also
allows students to interact with their peers at similar levels, which can be beneficial for both
academic and social development. Of course, grouping must be done thoughtfully and carefully to be
effective. Students should be grouped based on their individual needs and abilities. With careful
planning and implementation, grouping can be a powerful tool for meeting the needs of all your
students.

Modify your instruction to meet the needs of each group
Modifying your instruction to meet the needs of each group is vital when teaching mixed English
proficiency levels. By doing so, all students will receive the appropriate level of instruction and be
able to participate in the learning process. There are a few things to keep in mind when modifying
your instruction. First, identify the students’ different proficiency levels. Once you know the
students’ proficiency levels, you can then adapt your instruction and activities accordingly. It is also
important to provide support materials in multiple languages (i.e. L1, L2). This will ensure that all
students have access to the information they need to be successful. Finally, allow for plenty of
opportunity for practice. Practice will help students to solidify their understanding of the concepts
being taught. If you keep these things in mind, you will be able to tailor your instruction to meet the
needs of all students in your classroom.
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Encourage all students to participate in class activities
Encouraging all students to participate in class activities is crucial when teaching mixed English
proficiency levels. By having all students actively involved, you can gauge the needs of the group as
a whole and better tailor your instruction. When students feel comfortable participating, they are
more likely to engage with the material and retain information. There are several ways to encourage
student participation, such as allowing for different modes of expression, using games and puzzles,
and making sure everyone has a turn. Encouraging student participation not only benefits the
students but also helps you as the teacher create a more effective learning environment.

Peer Support: Leveraging Higher-Level Students to Aid Lower-Level Learners
in English Classes

Incorporating pair and group talk in English classes, where higher-level students assist their lower-
level peers, can be a highly effective strategy to enhance learning outcomes. By collaborating in
pairs or groups, higher-level students can serve as role models, explaining concepts in a more
relatable and understandable manner for their lower-level counterparts. This type of peer
interaction not only fosters a sense of community and cooperation but also allows higher-level
students to reinforce their own understanding of the material. When implemented effectively, this
approach benefits all students involved. However, it is crucial to use this strategy thoughtfully,
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ensuring that lower-level students do not feel inferior and higher-level students do not feel burdened
by the responsibility. When applied in appropriate measures within the classroom context, this
technique can significantly enrich the learning experience for everyone.

Provide scaffolding and support for lower-level students
When scaffolding and supporting lower-level learners, it is important to provide opportunities for
them to practice using new skills and knowledge in a safe and supportive environment. This can be
done by increasingly challenging tasks as they demonstrate mastery of the material. It is also
important to provide feedback that is both timely and specific so that students can adjust their
performance accordingly. Finally, it is helpful to offer multiple ways for students to engage with the
material, such as through kinesthetic, visual, or auditory activities. By providing scaffolding and
support, we can help lower-level learners succeed in meeting challenging academic goals.
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Celebrate successes and provide encouragement
Celebrating successes and providing encouragement are important parts of being a good leader.
When you take the time to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of your team, it shows that
you are invested in their success. It also helps to build morale and foster a sense of camaraderie.
Furthermore, encouragement is crucial for keeping people motivated. Everyone needs a little help
now and then, and remembering to offer words of support can make a big difference. Whether it’s
offering a few words of wisdom or just lending a listening ear, showing that you care can go a long
way toward building a strong and successful team.

Summary
When teaching mixed English proficiency levels, it is important to identify the students’ different
proficiency levels and then adapt your instruction and activities accordingly. It is also important to
provide support materials in multiple languages and allow for plenty of practice opportunities. By
doing these things, you will be able to tailor your instruction to meet the needs of all students in
your classroom. Additionally, it is crucial to encourage all students to participate in class activities
so that you can gauge the needs of the group as a whole and better tailor your instruction. Finally, it
is important to provide scaffolding and support for lower-level students by increasing the challenge
of tasks as they demonstrate mastery of the material and providing feedback that is both timely and
specific.
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